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Congratulations! You are a storyteller!
2

Zog write hunting thriller.

Zog great storyteller.
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But, are you a “great” storyteller?
3

Ogg try write romantasy.

Ogg bad storyteller.
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What makes a novel a bestseller?

Plot

Character

Action

Setting

Theme

Conflict

Simple, right?
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“Writing a book is a horrible, 
exhausting struggle, like a long bout 
with some painful illness. One would 
never undertake such a thing if one 
were not driven on by some demon 
whom one can neither resist nor 
understand.”

What makes a 
novel a bestseller?

- George Orwell
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“Writing a book is a horrible, 
exhausting struggle, like a long bout 
with some painful illness. One would 
never undertake such a thing if one 
were not driven on by some demon 
whom one can neither resist nor 
understand.”

What makes a 
great story?

- George Orwell
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With 30,000 years of storytelling . . . 
77

Nothing is original

-William Ralph Inge

“What is originality?
 Undetected plagiarism.”

“I steal from every single movie ever 
made. I love it—if my work has anything 
it’s that I’m taking this from this and that 
from that and mixing them together… I 
steal from everything. Great artists steal, 
they don’t do homages.”

-Quentin Tarantino
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Steps to Steal Like 
an Artist

2) Choose A Best Seller

3) Record Chapter Information

5) Answer Questions

4) Analyze Chapter Information

1) Brainstorm Questions
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1) Brainstorm Questions
9
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2) Choose a Best Seller
10

- Has proven mass appeal in sales, social media, 
and other ways

- Strongly in your genre and writing style

- A novel you read and transported you into a 
fictive state
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2) Choose a Best Seller
11

I AM WATCHING YOU

- 139,591 Global Ratings with 4.2 out of 5 Stars on Amazon

- Over one million copies sold

- Kindle No. 1 in the UK, US and Australia
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3) Record Chapter Information
Facts Summary

Chapter EndChapter BeginningCopyright © 2025 T.O. Paine



3) Record Chapter Information
Facts Summary

Chapter EndChapter BeginningCopyright © 2025 T.O. Paine



3) Record Chapter Information

POV Character: Ella
Subheading:     The Witness

Point-of-View:       1st Person
Tense:    Present

Facts
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3) Record Chapter Information
Summary

Copyright © 2025 T.O. Paine



3) Record Chapter Information
Summary
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3) Record Chapter Information
Summary
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3) Record Chapter Information
Summary – Insert Keywords

HOOK

SUBPLOT

PLOT ESCALATES
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Remember These Questions?
19
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4) Analyze Chapter Information
20

Search for specific words: “missing” 
Occurrences: 
          6
Chapters: 
    1, 2, 4, 27

Related To: 
“Anna missing”
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4) Analyze Chapter Information
21

Search for Keyword: HOOK
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4) Analyze Chapter Information
22

Search for Keyword: PLOT ESCALATES
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4) Analyze Chapter Information
23
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4) Analyze Chapter Information
24
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4) Analyze Chapter Information
25

Thriller Hero’s Journey

Hitchcock Suspense

The Fichtean Curve

Multi-POV Weave
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4) Analyze Chapter Information
26

Scene - Sequel

Three-Act Structure (mini)

Hitchcock’s Suspense Sandwich

Action – Reaction - Stakes

Scene:
Goal
Conflict
Disaster

Sequel:
Reaction
Dilemma 
Decision
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5) Answer Questions
27
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How to Steal Like an Artist
Wrap-up
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Nothing is original
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Nothing is original

QUESTIONS?
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Thank You
• T.O Paine
• topaine@topaine.com
• www.topaine.com
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